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Message from the Head   
 
The first half term of 2021 comes to a close and I think I speak for the whole community when I say that 
everyone is looking forward to a break. Our young people have done incredibly well returning to full time 
school life after the pandemic closures but a lot of them are looking tired and I do hope that they get to 
have a rest in the next week. 
 
It has been great this term to welcome back outside speakers and our students have had talks from No 
more Abuse about online safety, the police talking about Cyber security and we have had several speakers 
in sharing their lived experiences in dealing with alcohol abuse. We also had a mental health awareness 
day where all our young people left with a goodie bag which was well received. 
 
Have a safe half term and a happy Halloween and see you on Monday 1st November   

            Dan Nearney - Headteacher 
 

Healthy Young Minds in Herts  
School Accreditation Kitemark 

 

 

“A big thank you to Stevenage Communi-

ty Trust for supporting us with a Covid 

Recovery Grant” 

All students at SESC have been fortunate 
enough to have the support of Coaching 
Direct.  Frankie originally focused his sup-
port on KS4 students but with the help of 
Stevenage Community Trust, this offer has 
been extended to KS3.  KS3 students have 
received 1-2-1 life coaching to help them 
refocus negative energies and reflect upon 
what they want from their future.  This 
has a direct impact on their attitude to 
learning and engagement at school, re-
sulting in better behaviour choices and 
educational outcome.    

 

“And another big thank you 
to Toby, who visited the 
school and gave a heart felt 
talk on his road to sobriety 
and left a beautiful blog 
about his visit to the 
school. 

Yesterday I spoke about alcohol-

ism and my story to two groups of 

children at a Stevenage Education and Support centre (a pupil 

referral unit). 

All I can say is WOW! 
Some of the children have had to overcome more in their short 
lives than most would in 10 lifetimes.  
They were two of the best groups I've ever had the privilege to 
stand in front of. 
They listened intently and even asked lots of brilliant ques-
tions. 
It was obvious the staff have a huge passion for giving their 
pupils a better start to life. It shone through each and every 
one of them. 
Even though I told the kids, I don't think they realised how 
much them listening to me rattle on, REALLY HELPS ME! 
It helps me keep my head in the right place. 
Absolutely blown away by yesterday! I feel like someone's 
zapped my batteries. 
If you have a story to tell that could help todays youth...I highly 
recommend telling it! 
Huge thank you to JANE SHIPLEY for inviting me and for all the 
amazing work you do!   https://recoveryboy.blog/ 



 

 

   Wednesday 3rd November 2021 

Wednesday 23rd February 2022 

Wednesday 27th April 2022 

Wednesday 15th June 2022 (KS4) 

Wednesday 6th July 2022 (KS3) 

Future Coffee Morning Dates  

The next coffee morning is Wednesday 3rd November at 9:30am —11am  

All welcome, including small siblings 
Transport available (please ask) 

Cakes, tea and coffee, very relaxed. A chance to meet other parents and find out 
how we can support your whole family. 

I look forward to seeing lots of you at the next half terms' coffee 
morning: Wednesday 3rd November 9.30 - 11.30am.  These are 
very relaxed drop in sessions, where you get to hear about the good 
work our students are engaging in, as well as learning what support 
there is for the whole family.  Come and have a cake and coffee and 
meet other parents/carers, but also hear about how we can help 
your family at Christmas.  There are Christmas vouchers, heating 
grants and other applications I can make to help relieve some 
financial pressures over this festive time.  Small siblings welcome, 
lifts are available, we are a friendly bunch!  



We discussed how to improve our wellbeing using the 5 ways 
to wellbeing tool.  We provided the students with useful num-
bers and apps they could call or download if they needed to 
and encouraged them to talk to a trusted adult in or out of 
school or use Tootoot to log their worries.  

Student Wellbeing is very important to the school 

and last week Claire Matthews arranged for all stu-

dents to received a small wellbeing package.  



https://tootoot.co.uk/ 
01289 541 991  

We have recently had the pleasure of Anna (personal trainer and boxing 

expert), working with some of our female students.  She will be doing 

weekly boxing sessions, combed with a bit of mentoring to help build fit-

ness and improve mental well being.  Thank you Anna and well done 

girls! 



Taking care of myself doesn't mean "me first." It means "me too." 

 

Mental health and wellbeing are just as important as our physical health. It is more important than 

ever to take care of ourselves. Please head over to our website for more information on support with 

Mental Health or contact admin@stevenage-esc.herts.sch.uk for support. 

During the holidays you can also contact: 

 Emergency only - 999 

 Samaritans - 116 123 

 Saneline - 0300 3047000 

 The Mix (under 25 only) - 0808 8084994 

 LGBTQ+ switchboard - 0300 3300630 

 Young Minds - text YM to 85258 

If you are struggling with intense emotions, dark thoughts, 

thoughts of suicide or self-harm and feel you are in crisis and 

unable to keep yourself safe please call the first responder 

team on 111 option 2 (UK).  

 

Just a reminder that the ESC is using an anonymous reporting website called Tootoot. Students and 

parents/carers can log a message about any issues they have completely confidentially.  

 

To create a parent/carers account head over to : https://tootoot.co.uk/login/ 

or contact admin@stevenage-esc.herts.sch.uk for support with creating an account   



In science students in Year 10 have started the new double 
award course (Synergy), Year 9 and Year 11 have been involved 
in dissection of hearts, eyes and lungs. 
 
Students have also been involved in studying the ecology of the 
centres horticultural area. 
 
Visitors have been organised for later in the year involving birds 
of prey in November and unusual animals in February. 
 

Some students were given the opportunity 

to gain their sailing feet at the end of this 

term. 

They spent a few days skippering the Duet 

of Ipswich Haven, and have beach combed 

and visited Naze Viewing Tower at Walton-

On-The-Naze. 

BOATING TRIP    



 

Attendance Awards 

KS3 

Top Student Attendance: 

 

Thomas 98.4% 

 

Well Done! 

 

Reading Increased Ages  

KS3 

Thomas  increased 2.9 Years 

and  

Lenny Increased 2.6 Years  

Well done! 

KS3 English 
This half term in English we have been focusing on our writing. We have used He-
roes as our stimulus. Students have developed their skills through- 
writing a prediction, designing and writing a character description, reasoning and 
expressing an opinion about an interesting story opening and using show not tell 
techniques to convey setting. 
 
Some of the fantastic show not tell techniques students have used are shown on 
the next page. 

 
ERIC time (Everyone reading in class) is an 
important part of the school day. Students 
are all expected to read for 10 minutes a day. 
Reading for a short amount of time daily has 
proven results in increasing students reading 
ages and our most recent improvers are 
proof of this. Well done to all students for 
their hard work within reading and remem-
ber; students who read the most at the end 
of the half term will win a prize.  

READING  





It has been a busy start to KS4 with many new students joining us for this academic year 
along with many new courses starting to give students more opportunities. We have 
seen the opening of the SESC Salon for City and Guilds Hair and Beauty. Our students  
have already produced impressive pieces of work. Along with this we have seen our stu-
dents cooking a wide range of foods in Hospitality and Catering, trying new sports in 
Cambridge National Sport, learning new skills in City and Guilds Construction including 
tiling and plastering along with continuing to study English Language, English Literature, 
Maths and Science. To acknowledge students we have had a record number of compli-
ment slips received by students celebrating their successes in learning and efforts in and 
outside the classroom. 
 
We have also seen our students taking part in Work Experience again after 18 months 
and this has seen students out working in a variety of industries with amazing feedback 
and comments from employers. Many of our students have attended interviews to get 
their placements and they have excelled in these by showing the potential they have to 
be successful. Also, many thanks to Miss Lake and Mrs Lockyer who have been sup-
porting all our students in their WEX placements and being successful. 

Due to excellent attend-

ance and great effort in 

class so far this year, 

Year 10 received a re-

wards afternoon out to 

Mr Mulligan’s adven-

ture golf and then Pizza 

Hut for lunch.   

TOP GOLF 



This term the Year 10s have been exploring An Inspector 
Calls for English Literature.  Over the last week of the term 
they have put together a newspaper article, based on the 
play and what happened in it.  Here are two excellent ex-
amples of their work! 

KS4 ENGLISH 



COOKING UP A STORM  

NEW HAIR & BEAUTY SALON 



Important Reminders for November 
 

Uniform: 

Correct uniform must be worn whilst at the Centre: 

 Black trousers (not joggers), centre t-shirt and 

centre sweatshirt  

 Black trainers or school shoes 

Please note: 

 Nose, tongue, lip and eyebrow studs, bars etc. 

are not acceptable and need to be removed 

whilst at the Centre 

 Other jewellery such as necklaces and bracelets 

should be removed for PE and practical activities 

as required 

 Natural hair colours only  

 No acrylic nails 
 

Electronic Scooters: 

It is currently illegal to ride these anywhere except 

on private land.  Please do not travel to the Centre 

on e-scooters.  Police have the power to confiscate 

e-scooters if riders are seen on public land. 



Hertfordshire Additional 
Needs Database  

(HAND) 
 

Free news and information  
for parents/carers of children with 

additional needs, including inclusive 
sports, courses and support.   

 

View their latest newsletter at:  
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/handnews 

OUR STAFF: 

Headteacher:   Dan Nearney               

Deputy Head:  Anne-Marie O’Sullivan 

Assistant Heads:  James Anderson, Steve Fuller 

Teaching Staff, including Outreach:   

James Anderson, Mike Evans, Rony Ford, Steve 

Fuller, Jake Holbrook, Andrew Kennett-Smith, Kelly 

Parker, Glenn Percival, Anders Rahim-Christensen, 

Amy Sawyer, Tina Stanley, Helen Emery 

Back on Track:  Donna Bruce, Jenny Lake 

 

HLTAs:  Sarah Lockyer, Laura Read 

Teaching Assistants:   

Lisa Cottle, Lorrayne Fraser, Jess  Kirby, Jenny Lake 

Secondary Outreach: 

Gemma Anderson, Jenny Howard 

Family and Community Lead:  Claire Matthews 

Music Therapy:  Paul Fairey              

School Business Manager:  Heidi Nash 

Administrators:  Rachael Fleet, Liz Gera, Joanne 

Griffith, Julie-Ann Ogle, Emma Saunders 

Attached with this newsletter: 
 End of Term Reports will be issued to parents/carers 
 National Online Safety - Tackle online hate together 
 Supporting Links - online parent course information 
 E-scooter information from Herts Police 

Hertfordshire’s SEND Local Offer  

This is a website for parents/young 

people to find information about SEND 

services in education and health & so-

cial care, within Hertfordshire. 

Search for ‘Hertfordshire SEND Local 

offer’ or type the following address 

into your browser: 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/

local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-

offer.aspx 

Term Dates for 2021-22  
 

First full day back for students: Monday 6 September  

Focus Group with Claire:  Wednesday 13 October 

Half term holiday: 25 October 2021 - 29 October 2021 

Parent/Carer Drop in Coffee Morning:  Wednesday 3rd 

November 2021 

INSET: Monday 15th November 2021 (Centre closed) 

OCCASIONAL DAY: Friday 10 December 2021 (Centre 

closed) 

Last day of term for students: Friday 17 December 2021 

INSET: Monday 20 December 2021 (Centre closed) 

INSET: Tuesday 21 December 2021 (Centre closed) 
 

 

Start of Spring Term: Wednesday 5 January 2022 

Half term holiday: 14 February 2022 - 18 February 2022 

Last day of Spring Term:  Friday 1 April 2022 
 

 

Start of Summer Term:  Tuesday 19 April 2022 

Half term holiday: 30 May 2022 - 3 June 2022 

INSET: Monday 20 June (Centre closed) 

Last day of Summer Term: Friday 22 July 2022 

 
@StevenageESC 

 
01438 369119 

 
www.stevenage-esc.herts.sch.uk 

 
admin@stevenage-esc.herts.sch.uk 


