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Message from the Head 

Happy Christmas to you all. I hope that you all have a wonderful break - 
can I thank you all for your continued support in another eventful term. 
Our young people have been truly amazing coping with what seems like 
the never ending cycle of Covid and the associated consequences. Our Year 11 have just 
finished their mocks and have conducted themselves with maturity and good humour. 
Their results will be included in their reports which accompanies this newsletter. 
I would like to thank my wonderful staff who work tirelessly to make life at the centre pro-
ductive and fun. All of them go the extra mile to engage our young people in their learning. 
 
I look forward to welcoming you all back on the 5th of January and again I wish you all a 
happy and healthy Christmas.                                                         
                                                                                            Dan Nearney - Headteacher 

 
Healthy Young Minds in Herts  
School Accreditation Kitemark 

 

Christmas Dinner Masterclass 
 

All students in the Centre have been given 

the opportunity to gain knowledge and skills 

in how to prepare and cook a Christmas roast 

dinner.  They even got to eat it at the end!   

 

Local companies have donated food and 

goodies so each of our students can take 

home a hamper to their families  this      

Christmas.   

 

Using their experience in the Centre kitchen    

students will be able to cook a meal at home 

using the food in their lovely hampers.   

A BIG THANKYOU to the following local organisations/

local people who have helped to provide for our students 

this Christmas: 

 Paul Hurren at Hurrens Butchers  

 Tesco’s 

 Ad Bly 

 Stevenage Community Trust  



 

 

 

In Construction lessons students have been make outstanding progress in a variety of different 
topics. Bird boxes made in woodwork.  The students have also been learning different types of tiling, 
painting and wallpapering.  
Bushcraft continues to be a success with students learning about fire safety and survival.  
Students have been having fun in Maths lessons learning about different types of data.  
Our external speakers have engaged students particularly Drugsline who educated students on the 
dangers of drugs.  The wildlife park was also a stand out session with students able to hold a Sparrow-
hawk!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Bird of Prey Visit 

My favourite things when the birds of prey came into 

the centre were: 

Flying and holding the birds, because I got to see nice 

predators up close. I had never seen them before. I have 

only seen a red kite in the air. I was surprised by how 

light in weight the birds were. The Barn Owl only 

weighed 7.5 oz. He was silent when he flew. 

I didn’t know that the Harris Hawk would be so loud, he 

squawked and squeaked the whole time he was here, 

even when he was out of his box and being fed. I didn’t 

think that they would eat chicken, I thought the hawk 

would eat something a lot bigger like a rabbit. 

RA 

On Wednesday 17th of November, we had a visit from Herring 
farm. The Bedfordshire farm brought a range of birds of prey into 
the Centre. 
The students spent time learning about how they are adapted to 
catch the prey.  The students fed them, then watched them fly. 
The birds included owls, eagles and kites,. 
The students enjoyed learning about them and the importance of 
biodiversity in ecosystems. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Wonderland Visit  

           Christmas Dinners 

The KS3 students were lucky enough to be taken on an existing ice 
skating trip to winter wonderland in London’s Hyde Park, however 
when we arrived Mr Anderson hadn’t booked the correct tickets! 
After all the laughing and teasing we still had a fantastic day and 
got to enjoy the funfair rides and a McDonalds lunch. The students 
were very brave and went on some scary rides...overall an amazing 



 
 
 

          

KS4 continues to be busy with students working hard in their core subjects and options. 
We have seen some amazing work in Hair and Beauty around the theme of Halloween, 
along with students working on Christmas designs and plans. In Construction students 
continue to develop their skills including wall-papering and plastering. Students in Food 
continue to work on a wide variety of dishes including all year 10 and 11 students learn-
ing the skills to make Christmas dinner, which was amazing. It has been great to see stu-
dents working so well in lessons and being proud of their achievements and we continue 
to have record numbers of compliment slips which acknowledges the positive attitude 
students have to learning. 
 

 

 

 

Mock Exams 

KS4 Students have all completed various mock exams in the last two weeks of the Autumn Term. 

Well done to everyone for trying your best!  We are very proud of you all. 

Results will be available after the Christmas break. 

Old Bailey and London Dungeons  

The KS4 students were lucky enough to be given the chance to visit the Old Bailey court house in 
London. 
Firstly though we had some fun at the London Dungeons. The students took great fun in making sure 
Miss Sawyer was very scared and the photos prove it! 
When we arrived at the old Bailey we were able to sit in court room 1. We listened to talks from a 
trauma doctor, a barrister and a parent who lost his son to knife crime. The sessions were really hard
-hitting but extremely useful and we hope that everyone took something away from the session. 
Well done KS4 for your maturity on this school trip. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Student Attendance 
 

Our Attendance Target for pupils 

is 96%.   

 

 

Well done to Top Attender this term: 

Perren 100% 

 

Top Form Attendance 
 

KS3  

Darwin with 86% 

 

KS4  

Farrah Yr10 with 81% 

Christmas Gifts 

At the end of term the Centre gave all students a little 
gift to send them on their merry way...there has been 
some excellent work and we look forward to seeing 
them all in January.  



 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the holidays you can also contact: 

Emergency only - 999 

Samaritans - 116 123 

Saneline - 0300 3047000 

The Mix (under 25 only) - 0808 8084994 

LGBTQ+ switchboard - 0300 3300630 

Young Minds - text YM to 85258 

If you are struggling with intense emotions, dark thoughts, thoughts of suicide or self-harm and feel you are in 

crisis and unable to keep yourself safe please call the first responder team on 111 option 2 (UK).  

 

Just a reminder that the ESC is using an anonymous reporting website called Tootoot. Students and parents/

      E-Scooters 
 
 

E Scooters are readily available to purchase, and sales of these are 
expected to increase over the Christmas period. Unfortunately the 
purchaser is often unaware of the current restrictions on riding e 
scooters and risk having them seized if caught by the police. The 

police also have the power to issue penalty points on a licence and 
charge a fine.   

Many e scooters are currently being used illegally in areas such as 
on pavements and cycle paths, however due to the speed e scoot-

ers can travel, they can often have a negative impact on the safety 
of pedestrians and other road users. 



OUR STAFF: 
 

Headteacher:   Dan Nearney               

Deputy Head:  Anne-Marie O’Sullivan 

Assistant Head and KS4 Provision Manager:   

Stephen Fuller  

Assistabt Head:  James Anderson 

Teaching Staff, including Outreach:   

James Anderson, Mike Evans, Rony Ford, Steve 

Fuller, Jake Holbrook, Andrew Kennett-Smith, Kelly 

Parker, Glenn Percival, Amy Sawyer, Tina Stanley, 

Suzanne Upton, Anders Rahim-Christensen       

Back on Track:   

Donna Bruce, Jenny Lake 

HLTAs:  Laura Read, Sarah Lockyer 

Teaching Assistants:   

Lisa Cottle, Lorrayne Fraser, Jess Kirby, Jenny Lake,  

Secondary Outreach: 

Gemma Anderson, Jenny Howard, Diane Carter 

Family Support Worker:  Claire Matthews 

Music Therapy:  Paul Fairey              

Schools Business Manager:  Heidi Nash 

Administrators:  Rachael Fleet, Liz Gera, Julie-ann 

Ogle, Jayne Woolhead  

 

Term Dates for 2021-2022 
 

Last day in school 
Friday 17th December  

 
INSET Days 

Monday 20th &  
Tuesday 21st December 

 
Last day of Autumn Term 

Friday 17th December 
 

Spring Term 2022 
Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st 

April  
(Half term 14 - 18th Feb) 

 
KS4 Mock Exam Week 

Monday 14th - Friday 18th March 2022 
 

Summer Term 2021 
Tuesday 19th April - Friday 22nd July 

(Half term 30th May - 3rd June) 
 

INSET Day  
20th June 

Information from  
Hertfordshire County Council 

 

Hertfordshire Additional Needs Database (HAND):   
News and information for parents and carers of children 
with additional needs.  Free online news and information 
about  inclusive sports, courses and support.   
 
Their latest newsletter is available to view at:  
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/handnews 

Follow us on Twitter: @StevenageESC 

Welcome to: 
 

DianwCarter, Donna Dance and Jayne Woolhead 
who joined us in  

November 

Attached with this newsletter: 
 Steps Skill Short Courses 
 SEND Drop in  
 Families Feeling Safe 
 End of Term Reports will also be issued to parents/carers 
 


