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Message from the Head 

 

The first half term of 2022 comes to a close and I think I speak for the whole community when I say that 

everyone is looking forward to a break after another productive and rewarding term. 

  

It has been great this term to have so many trips, including the London Stadium and Tate Brittain visits.  

We also welcomed ZooLab in for KS3 and KS4, and a variety of speakers on relationships, and how these 

can be healthy. Also, with this, we have had two ‘Get Ready For Work Days’, in which our students ex-

celled and enjoyed immensely. It was also great to see our KS3 students learn vital first Aid skills. 

  

As well all of the above we welcomed Millie to the Centre who has been embraced by all staff and stu-

dents             Dan Nearney - Headteacher 
 

                                                                                                                                            

 

   

     

 
Healthy Young Minds in Herts  
School Accreditation Kitemark 

 

Meet Millie Our New School Dog 

Millie is a 17 week old chocolate brown cockapoo who belongs to Mr. Rahim-Christensen. 
Cockapoos are a crossbreed dog from a Cocker Spaniel and a Poodle. Cockapoos are known for 
their loving nature, mild temperaments and are highly intelligent making her a perfect fit for 
the centre.  
After significant and careful thought, the decision to introduce Millie as the Centre therapy dog 
was made at the beginning of this term. Millie was introduced to the students, and so far has 
been a great success. 



 

 

 

 

 

In Construction lessons students have been making outstanding progress in a variety of different 

topics. Painting and cutting in techniques and bricklaying techniques. 

Bushcraft continues to be a success with students learning about fire safety.  As we take 

Millie we have also been looking at dog recall. 

Students have been having fun in Maths lessons learning about Indices and completing 

the loop cards. 

In Prince’s Trust student have been learning about healthy eating and cooking their own 

meals. 

Zoo Lab & Lego Projext 

This half term KS3 have been learning about energy, this has included why we need to eat food and in-

vestigating the amount of energy stored in different food types. They have looked at energy resources, 

which resources are better for the environment and why! KS3 have also been thinking about the cost of 

energy and what it might cost to run different appliances.   

Alongside their normal science lessons, KS3 have just started a fun Lego project (The First Lego League). 

This project challenges students to think about how they will transport different cargo around a city. 

Each class is busy building different parts of the project. Once everything is assembled, the classes can 

compete against each other. 

We have a science trip coming up on March 16th which ties in nicely with science week. KS3 are spending 

a morning at the STEM Centre at Airbus, Stevenage. They will have the opportunity to explore hands on 

activities and view the Mars Rover testing area. We hope they will enjoy it very much.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Aid Training  

First aid training - Thursday 27th Lawrie 

On Thursday we completed first aid training and we learnt how to pump the blood round the 
body a.k.a CPR on both an adult dummy and a baby dummy and on an adult you put both 
your hands together and then put them in between the chest and stomach sort of in the mid-
dle and pump up and down to circulate the blood around the body and to the heart. We 
learnt all the different burns and how to wallop people on the back so that if they are choking 
we can also get whatever is in their system out and they can breathe again. 

I enjoyed it because I learnt how to heal and take care of different types of burns and this 
could save someone and I really enjoyed it because I love helping people.  ~  KS3 Student     

KS3 Get Ready For Work    

On Friday 28th January ELSA came to our school for a GET READY for WORK day. We did inter-
viewing techniques, team skills, Lego building and my tower was 1.77metres tall and we had lots 
of visitors from different companies my favourite was Georgie, Arwen, Ben and Faye. 
My favourite part of the day was building the Legos with Paige and Jo. 
Thank you to everyone who came to help us.  ~  KS3 Student 



 

 

 

 

 

Students have been actively involved in their second Get Ready for Work Day facilitated by 
ELSA. This involved a variety of employers spending the day with us including Tesco, Computer-
Centre and Cataplut working with students to develop their interpersonal skills and confidence. 

The day involved a variety of activities including: 
 

 Speed interviewing 
 Flip the Duck 

 A Build Challenge 
 How do Bananas get to us 

 
Students participated and engaged fantastically during the day despite some of the challenges 
the day presented and they persevered to overcome these and the feedback at the end of the 

day for students was amazing including: 
 

"You have shown that you would be a natural leader in any situation" 

"As the day went on you showed how much potential you have - believe in yourself"  

"If that had been an interview for an apprenticeship then we would have offered you the job" 

 
Overall, it was a fantastic day and showed how much potential each of our students has to be 

successful not only in the Centre but also the world of work.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready  For Work 

Quotes From The Volunteers 

“I would like to thank all the students for really having a go and getting stuck in, they were all very 
unsure at the start of the day, but their confidence really grew and they even started to use eye con-
tact more.” 
  
“The teachers are just incredible and you can see how much they care and support the young people 
in the centre and want the best possible outcomes for them” 
  
“C, was a super star, so polite, wonderful personality and really seemed to want to learn and listen.   
If he ever wants to come to our Tesco head office for a visit please let me know” 



 
 
 

          
 

 

 

 

Tate Modern 

London Stadium and Olympic Park 

In this  half-term KS4 students have sat various exams and assessments  

CNAT Sports Studies Exams /  BTEC Home Cooking Practical Assessments / GCSE ART Assess-

ments / BTEC Health and Social Care Exam 

Well done to everyone for trying your best!  We are very proud of you all. 

This term saw Y11 Sport Studies sit their exam on contemporary issues and sport, in which we stud-

ies the effect  of London hosting the 2012 Olympics, and the rejuvenation Stratford. 

On the 10th of February we took these students to the Olympic Park to visit the Aquatics Centre, the 

Copperbox Area, the Velodrome and for a tour around the Olympic Stadium.  



 

Attendance Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Top Student Attendance 
 

Our Attendance Target for pupils 

is  95% 

Well done to Top Attender this term: 

 

Riley Davies 96% 

 

Kenzie Cole 97.8% 

 

Top Form Attendance 

 

KS3  

DARWIN   84.4% 

 

 

KS4  

FARAH    79.4% 
 



 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the holidays you can also contact: 

Emergency only - 999 

Samaritans - 116 123 

Saneline - 0300 3047000 

The Mix (under 25 only) - 0808 8084994 

LGBTQ+ switchboard - 0300 3300630 

Young Minds - text YM to 85258 

If you are struggling with intense emotions, dark thoughts, thoughts of suicide or self-harm and feel you are in 

crisis and unable to keep yourself safe please call the first responder team on 111 option 2 (UK).  

 

Just a reminder that the ESC is using an anonymous reporting website called Tootoot. Students and parents/

carers can log a message about any issues they have completely confidentially.  

 

      E-Scooters 
 
 

E Scooters are readily available to purchase, and sales of these are 
expected to increase over the Christmas period. Unfortunately the 
purchaser is often unaware of the current restrictions on riding e 
scooters and risk having them seized if caught by the police. The 

police also have the power to issue penalty points on a licence and 
charge a fine.   

Many e scooters are currently being used illegally in areas such as 
on pavements and cycle paths, however due to the speed e scoot-

ers can travel, they can often have a negative impact on the safety 
of pedestrians and other road users. 



OUR STAFF: 
 

Headteacher:   Dan Nearney               

Deputy Head:  Anne-Marie O’Sullivan 

Assistant Head and KS4 Provision Manager:   

Stephen Fuller  

Assistabt Head:  James Anderson 

Teaching Staff, including Outreach:   

James Anderson, Mike Evans, Rony Ford, Steve 

Fuller, Jake Holbrook, Andrew Kennett-Smith, Kelly 
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Suzanne Upton, Anders Rahim-Christensen       

Back on Track:   

Donna Bruce, Jenny Lake 

HLTAs:  Laura Read, Sarah Lockyer 

Teaching Assistants:   

Lisa Cottle, Lorrayne Fraser, Jess Kirby, Jenny Lake,  

Secondary Outreach: 

Gemma Anderson, Diane Carter, Jenny Howard,  

Family Support Worker:  Claire Matthews 

Music Therapy:  Paul Fairey              

Schools Business Manager:  Heidi Nash 

Administrators:  Rachael Fleet, Liz Gera, Julie-ann 

Ogle, Jayne Woolhead  

 

 
 

Term Dates for 2021-2022 
 

Last day in school 
Friday 11th February 

 
 

Spring Term 2022 
Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st 

April  
(Half term 14 - 18th Feb) 

 
KS4 Mock Exam Week 

Monday 14th - Friday 18th March 2022 
 

Summer Term 2021 
Tuesday 19th April - Friday 22nd July 

(Half term 30th May - 3rd June) 
 

INSET Day  
20th June 

Information from  
Hertfordshire County Council 

 

Hertfordshire Additional Needs Database (HAND):   
News and information for parents and carers of children 
with additional needs.  Free online news and information 
about  inclusive sports, courses and support.   
 
Their latest newsletter is available to view at:  
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/handnews 

Follow us on Twitter: @StevenageESC 

 

Thank you to: 
 

Stevenage FC Foundation who donated tickets 
for the Stevenage Vs Harrogate game  

Attached with this newsletter: 
 Y11 Pathway to Success Flier 
 Strategies For Parents ‘Name It To Tame It’ 


