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Message from the Head 

 
I would like to start with an enormous thank you to all our staff, students, parents, guardians and governors. It 
has been a year to remember and without your support, this centre would not function successfully. We have 
provided an education to over 40 students and supported hundreds more in both local primary and secondary 
schools. There may have been a pandemic but it did not stop the continued support and life changing inter-
ventions that we offer. 
Whilst being a time to reflect on the past year, I must mention the staff leaving to start their new adventures; 
Jenny Lake, Lorrayne Fraser, Andrew Kennett-Smith, Rachael Fleet and Anne-Marie O’Sullivan. A special men-
tion must go to Jenny for the 19 years she has dedicated to the ESC and the support she has offered to the 
young people in her care. Good luck in your new role- they are lucky to have you. 
Similarly, we come to Anne-Marie. She has been a true inspiration to all that meet her and it is a sad day to 
say goodbye. However, the past 20 years will remain life changing for so many, including myself. You have 
been the glue that has held the centre together, you make something that can be so difficult look so easy. 
Anne-Marie, you will always have legendary status at the ESC and I would like to personally thank you for your 
undivided commitment to myself, the rest of the team and the students in our care, previous and current. 
Finally, a huge thank you to the array of agencies and external support providers who help us to make a differ-
ence to our school community. 
Please take care over the summer holidays and stay safe. Jenny will regularly be in contact over the break, 
should you need anything. We look forward to seeing our Y11’s on results day (25th August 2022) and return-
ing students on 2nd September 2022.     
           Dan Nearney - Headteacher 
 

                                                                                                                                            

 
Healthy Young Minds in Herts  
School Accreditation Kitemark 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a very tiring last half term with the extreme heat adding to the hard 
work. Students have worked very well and are a credit to themselves and have 

made progress in many subject areas.  
Construction lessons students have been make outstanding progress in a variety of 

different topics. Bird boxes have been made in woodwork, along with the fun 
games and speakers project.  

Students have been having fun in Maths lessons learning about different types of 
data.  

Our external speakers have engaged students particularly Money sense charity.  
I wish the students all the best for their futures if they are finishing with us today.    

Have a restful and safe summer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZooLab & Science 

KS3 SCIENCE 

We have been using new practical kits supplied by MEL Science to carry out some interesting chemis-

try experiments in school. The students have found the kits fun and interactive.  

ZOOLAB 

KS3 had a chance to see some wonderful creatures brought in by ZooLab. The students engaged so 

well in this session and asked some fantastic questions. They learned many interesting facts about the 

animals and their adaptations, and some were even brave enough to hold a stick insect, hissing cock-

roach, giant African millipede, giant African snail, tarantula exoskeleton and a corn snake!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBC Good Food Show  

• KS3 students recently attended the BBC Good Food Roadshow at the NEC, Bir-
mingham. 

• The purpose of the trip was to inspire students through good food and demonstra-
tions. 

• The students got the opportunity to watch some of the worlds top chefs in action 
such as Michel Roux Jr. and a Michelin Star 'cook off'. 

Edge Outdoor Trip  

This term KS3 had the opportunity to attend 2 different outdoor adventure activities 
(OAA) afternoons at Edge Outdoor, based in Westmill Farm.   
 
Students had the opportunity to have a go at rifle shooting, mountain boarding, archery 
and a high ropes course, which allowed students to try out 3 different levels, and a zip 
wire that was 100m long and can go up to 30 miles an hour.!! 



 

 

 

 

 

It has been a very busy term for students in KS4. Our 11 student who will be leaving us after a wonderful exam season, 
and lots of new students joining us in September for year 10 and year 11.  
In the last few weeks we have had many opportunities to extend our learning outside the classroom including: 
 
• ‘Get Ready for Work Day’ with over 20 employers coming into work with students to help extend their understand-

ing of the world of work and developing employability skills. 
• ‘Harry Potter Studio Tour’ with Year 10. A lovely lunch with the students linking what had been studied in English 

with the film. Behavior was superb.  
• ‘Trip to Go Ape’ lead by Mr Holbrook which as an amazing experience for students and staff. The feedback from 

staff highlighted the maturity and application of the students.  
• ‘Trip to Ninja Warrior’ and ‘Top Golf’ where students were positive and engaged with the various challenges of the 

day.  
• Transition visits to Noth Herts College for year 11 students to visit Stevenage and Hitchin campuses. This allowed 

them to meet key staff and explore the campus in readiness for September.  
 
It has been fantastic to get students out of the Centre again, and fantastic to see how mature, sensible and engaged they 
can be in these situations. This allows them to experience new things and link their learning in the Centre to the world.  
 
We look forward to welcoming the KS4 students back in September. For some it will be their final year of studies! As we 
start to plan the next academic year, it will be the start for some of the students GCSE studies journey, which will open 
up a world of opportunities for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term KS4 had the opportunity to attend a trip at Go Ape in Woburn, where they 
were able to complete the Treetop Challenge. This involved 6 different high ropes sec-
tions connected by zip wires, and feature Tarzan swings, cargo nets, as well as strength 
and balancing activities to make it across the course. The expected time to complete this 
challenge is 3 hours, with our students smashing that and completing it in 2 hours 20 
minutes.  
This trip was finished off with a tour around Woburn Safari park were students were able 
to see  everything from lions, monkeys, bears and elephants.   

Go Ape  & Top Golf 



 
 
 

          
 

 

Harry Potter World  

Y11 Leavers BBQ 

This term the year 10s were given the amazing opportunity to visit the Harry Potter Stu-
dio Tour in Leavesden. While there we walked around the studio and looked at all of the 
different sets, props and types of technology that were used to help turn one of the 
most successful children's book series into 8 feature films! We all had a lot of fun, and it 
was a great day! Though, if you asked them, they would probably say that the best part 
was when Mr Fuller bought everyone lunch. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Important Reminders for September 

Uniform 
• Correct uniform must be worn whilst at the Centre 
• Black trousers (not joggers), Centre t-shirt and Centre sweatshirt  
• Black trainers or school shoes 
Please note: 
• Nose, tongue, lip and eyebrow studs, bars etc. are not acceptable and need to be removed 

whilst at the Centre 
• Other jewellery such as necklaces and bracelets should be removed for PE and practical 

activities as required 
• Natural hair colours only  
• No acrylic nails 

 

              Vaping and Smoking is not permitted anywhere on site 
 

To celebrate pride month, and help raise awareness for the LGBTQ+ community, this 

term one of our incredible students decided to create some pride water bottles. So, 

on Tuesday 28th June, this student brought in some water bottles they have bought 

and changed the labels on them, swapping the original labels for labels that in-

formed everyone about what the Stonewall Riots were and why pride is an im-

portant event. The bottles looked incredible and the student passed them out to 

different members of staff.   



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This past year families have had the opportunity to take part in specific workshops, on topics such as Anxiety, 
Depression, ASD and ADHD.  We have had guest speakers from the Butterfly Room and ADD-vance who have 
been able to share their knowledge and provide useful support to parents.  Feedback from parents has been 
very positive and we hope to run similar workshops again next year. 
 
Thank you to many of the parents who have been part of the drop-in coffee mornings.  We have noticed posi-
tive changes for the children, whose parents have taken an active role in SESC life.  Again, we will be running 
these every half term, so it gives families a chance to engage in the support we have on offer. 
 
I am mindful that some may find group situations difficult, but please rest assured that they are very relaxed 
and supportive, we are not here to judge.  The more we get to know the families, the more we can do for you, 
such as tapping into community funds for items that families need.   We are a friendly bunch and always ready 
to listen, come along for a cake and find out more! 
 

The first  Coffee Morning   
 

Wednesday 7th Sept 9.30-11.30  

 

 

 

Top Student Attendance 
 

KS3 

Joseph Mubenga  

91% 

 

KS4 

Ruby Powers  

80% 

Top Form Attendance 

 

Darwin  

83.36% 



 
 
          
 
 
 

During the holidays you can also contact: 

Emergency only - 999 

Samaritans - 116 123 

Saneline - 0300 3047000 

The Mix (under 25 only) - 0808 8084994 

LGBTQ+ switchboard - 0300 3300630 

Young Minds - text YM to 85258 

 

 

If you are struggling with intense emotions, dark thoughts, thoughts of suicide or self-harm and feel you are in 

crisis and unable to keep yourself safe please call the first responder team on 111 option 2 (UK).  

Just a reminder that the ESC is using an anonymous reporting website called Tootoot. Students and parents/

carers can log a message about any issues they have completely confidentially.  

To create a parent/carers account head over to : https://tootoot.co.uk/login/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Exam Information  
 

We were proud of the students attendance and efforts during the summer exams 

and assessments - especially after two years out from Covid and not sitting any                 

formal exams, well done all. 

 

RESULTS DAY— Thursday 25th August  

Just a reminder that the ESC is using an anonymous reporting website 

called Tootoot. Students and parents/carers can log a message about 

any issues they have completely confidentially.  

To create a parent/carers account head over to :  

https://tootoot.co.uk/login/ or contact admin@stevenage-esc.herts.sch.uk for support with creating an 

account   



OUR STAFF: 
 

Executive Head Dan Nearney               

Head of Centre:  James Anderson 

Assistant Head and KS4 Provision Manager:   

Stephen Fuller  

Assistant Head and KS3 Provision Manager:   

Amy Sawyer 

Teaching Staff 

Donna  Bruce, Mike Evans, Rony Ford, Steve Fuller, 

Jake Holbrook, Kelly Parker, Glenn Percival, Amy 

Sawyer,  Danny Russell, Tina Stanley, Suzanne Up-

ton, Anders Rahim-Christensen       

HLTAs:  Lisa Cottle, Laura Read, Sarah Lockyer 

 

Teaching Assistants:   

Emma Holliday, Jess Kirby 

Secondary Outreach: 

Gemma Anderson, Diane Carter, Jenny Howard,  

Family Support Worker:  Claire Matthews 

Music Therapy:  Paul Fairey              

Schools Business Manager:  Heidi Nash 

Administrators:  Liz Gera, Jo Griffith, Julie-ann 

Ogle, Emma Saunders, Jayne Woolhead  

 

Term Dates for 2022-2023 

 

Start of term: Thursday 01 September 2022 

INSET: Thursday 01 September 2022 (Centre closed) 

Student/Parent meetings with Mentor:  Friday 02 September 2022 

First full day back for students: Monday 05 September 2022 

Half term holiday: 24 October 2022 - 28 October 2022 

OCCASIONAL DAY: Friday 9th December 2022 (Centre closed) 

Last day of term for students: Wednesday 21 December 2022 

 

Start of Spring Term: Thursday 05 January 2023 

INSET: Thursday 02 February 2023 (Centre closed) 

NSET: Friday 03 February 2023 (Centre closed) 

Half term holiday: 13 February 2023 - 17 February 2023 

INSET: Wednesday 22 March 2023 (Centre closed) 

Last day of Spring Term:  Friday 31 March 2023 

 

Start of Summer Term:  Monday 17 April 2023 

Half term holiday: 29 May 2023 -  02 June 2023 

INSET: Monday 03 July 2023 (Centre closed) 

Last day of Summer Term: Friday 24 July 2023 

Information from  
Hertfordshire County Council 

 

Hertfordshire Additional Needs Database 
(HAND):   
News and information for parents and carers 
of children with additional needs.  Free online 
news and information about  inclusive sports, 
courses and support.   

Follow us on Twitter: 
@StevenageESC 

Attached with this newsletter: 
 Families In Focus  
 Parent Network 

We would like to welcome: 

Emma Holiday and Danny Russell 

Who will both be  joining us in September 

National Online Safety  is something we will be introduc-

ing to parents in the new academic year…. 

WATCH  THIS SPACE..!! 


