
SESC GCSE ARTS : Key Stage 4 Scheme of Work 

Pathway  

 
Portofolio  

 
Project Brief  

 
Conceptual Topic 

Theme 

 

Wks 
(approx.) 

Objectives Why now? 

Links to past learning @ 
KS3 

(potential reinforcement 
required) 

 
Key language 

 

During the course 
you will build up a 
portfolio of work 
that is carefully 
selected and 
thoughtfully 
presented. This 
will include two 
extended projects 
responding to a 
theme in an in-
depth way. 
Evidence will take 
the form of 
sketchbooks, 
development 
pages and test 

 
 
 
 
 

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations  

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and 

experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 

techniques and processes.  

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights 

relevant to intentions  

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response  

 

 

• KS4 Builds on 

the 

requirements 

for evidence 

based GCSE 

AQA course.  

• Work is 

produced in 

response to 

themes and 

students are 

encouraged to 

pursue their 

own interests, 

with guidance. 

Students will 

start to 

The Art department see Art as 

a discipline, a way of looking at 

the world around us, asking 

ourselves questions to develop 

ideas and promote creative 

thinking.  

Art is about Investigating.  

Art Department have an 

intention to link with STEAM  

 

Clear Links Opportunities are 

made with: 

 Math 

Technology 

•
 Figurati

ve 
representation, 

abstraction, 
stylisation, 

simplification, 
expression, 

exaggeration 
and imaginative 
interpretation 
• Visual 

and tactile 
elements, such 

as: 
Colour 

Line 
Form 

 Tone 
 Texture 



pieces. Projects 
will be concluded 
by a final piece 
outcome, usually 
taking the form of 
a larger scale 
drawing or 
painting. Work 
might also include 
photography, 
printmaking, 
digital media and 
3D making.  

 

 

Drawing  

You must provide evidence of drawing in both your 

coursework and your exam. These can take different forms 
depending on intention. It can feature as an element within 
the developmental process and/or explicitly in the 
realisation of intentions. Drawing could be demonstrated in 
as evidence for AO1, AO2 and AO4, but must feature in their 
evidence for AO3. The particular value and significance of 
drawing should be determined by the ways in which it 
addresses purpose and need rather than the extent to which 
it demonstrates technical mastery, unless this is the explicit 
intention.  

Annotation  

When addressing the requirements of AO3, you must record 
your ideas, observations and insights both visually and 
through written annotation using appropriate specialist 

vocabulary, as work progresses. Annotation must be 
explicitly evidenced in both Component 1 and Component 2. 
The content and presentation of annotation will be 
determined by what you wish to communicate, including 
how it supports the development of your work through the 
creative process. For example, as ideas are developed, 
explored and recorded annotations might relate to initial 

develop their 

own visual 

language, by 

being able to 

understand 

the work of 

others and 

having an 

increased 

proficiency in 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes.  

• Students work 

on Project 

Based Brief, 

conceptual 

developmenta

l work in a 

Journal/Portfo

lio.  Each 

student will be 

able to tap 

into his or her 

interests.  

Science  

Cultural Heritage 

English Language 

Music 

Business 

MFL 

History 

Careers  

 

The Art department gets 

actively involved in 

International Programs through 

the British Council  

 

 Shape 
Composition 

Rhythm 
Scale 

Structure 
Surface. 

 
Mark-making 

Monoprint, 
collagraph and 
block printing 

Carving 
Charcoal, 

pastels, pen 
and ink, 

crayons and 
pencil  

Watercolour, 
gouache, acrylic 

and oil paint 
Found materials 
Clay, wood and 

metal 
Different 
papers and 
surfaces on 
which to work. 

 



thoughts, practical considerations, the communication of 

intentions, responses to sources, critical reflection on 
personal work and self-evaluation.  

 

 

• Students will 

explore 

different 

media, artists 

and themes 

and would be 

free to 

develop the 

most suitable 

Fine Art path. 

( Prints, 

Ceramics, 

Painting, 

Drawings…)  

• We encourage 

students to 

develop their 

own interests 

based around 

a central core 

of 

observational 

drawing, an 

essential skill 

for success in 

the subject. 



 

 

• Coursework 

accounts for 

60% of the 

overall grade 

at GCSE  

• External 

Assessment 

count for 40% 

of the grade.  

 

• Students can 

work on 

individual 

paths; 

differentiation 

is on outcome 

therefor there 

is no limitation 

to where 

would be next 

step. All work 

is 



consolidated 

and related to 

previous 

learning, as 

the ultimate 

goal is the 

creation of a 

working 

journey that 

can be used as 

evidence for a 

Portfolio 

and/or 

Component 1 

GCSE.  

• Assessment is 

conducted 

formally using 

Centre policy 

and constantly 

through out 

discussion 

with student 

using a “look-

reflect-

respond” to 



every step of 

the creative 

proses. 

Revisiting and 

recalling 

previously 

learned 

knowledge.  

• Students had 

been able to 

work on 

individual 

areas of 

interest when 

possible and 

reference 

artist and 

methodology 

had been 

individualized 

appropriately. 

The Art department 

provide a unique 

curriculum offer; due 

to its flexible capacity 

and the incorporation 



of Ceramic Facilities 

we had created a 

space that students 

can feel as in an Art 

Atelier.  We make links 

with STEAM and 

International Projects 

through the learning 

programs at the 

British Council. 

•  

 

 
Component 2: 

Exam (40% of 

final mark)  

After Christmas in 
Year 11 you will 
receive an exam 
paper from AQA. 
You will choose 
ONE question to 
work from and 
then have a 
limited number of 

 

   

 



weeks to carefully 
research your 
thoughts and 
ideas in response 
to this chosen 
theme. This will 
take the form of a 
sketchbook filled 
with primary 
research, artist 
connections and 
exploration 
studies. You will 
then take your 
sketchbook into a 
ten hour practical 
exam. During the 
exam time you 
will create a 
drawing, painting 
or other type of 
final piece 
outcome to finish 
your project 

 



 



 


