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Message from the Head of Centre  -  James Anderson   
September seems like a distant memory now. It has been a long and very busy Autumn 
Term.  It has been packed with activities, visitors into the Centre, educational visits     
outside of the Centre and of course our annual Christmas dinner. This has all been in        
addition to our staff and students working extremely hard to cover the national curricu-
lum. 
 
Students are all working hard and striving to fulfil their potential. The correlation between attendance and progress 
in school is proven. The Centre has an expectation of 96% attendance for all students. You all as parents and carers 
can support your child to reach their full potential with us. We appreciate at times this can and has been difficult 
and I would like to thank you for your ongoing support with this matter. 
 
On behalf of staff, I’d like to extend that thanks to parents for the positive messages we have received from many 
of you. It is much appreciated. It is important we continue to work together, but as parents your influence on your 
child’s learning and decisions must not be underestimated. We look forward to what 2023 brings and the new ways 
we will be looking to add to the support offered to students and families at the ESC. 
 
I wish you all a safe and restful Christmas and all the best for the New Year. 

 
Healthy Young Minds in Herts  
School Accreditation Kitemark 

 

Christmas Dinner Masterclass 
 

All students in the Centre have been given the opportunity to 

gain knowledge and skills in how to prepare and cook a     

Christmas roast dinner. They even got to eat it at the end!   

 

Local companies have donated food and goodies so each of our 

students can take home a hamper to their families this       

Christmas.   

 

Using their experience in the Centre kitchen students will be able 

to cook a meal at home using the food in their lovely hampers.   

A BIG THANKYOU to the following local 

organisations/local people who have helped to 

provide for our students this Christmas: 

 Paul Hurren at Hurrens Butchers  

 Tesco 

 Ad Bly 

 People for People 

 Stevenage Community Trust 



 

 

 

 

KS3 have had a very successful half term at the Centre. All students have been really engaged in their 
learning and have had brilliant attendance, which is really important for their education and progress.  
 
In English KS3 have created some festive poems incorporating many different language techniques. In 
Maths the students have been studying ratio, which they have enjoyed.  In Science the students have 
been studying particles and have been experimenting with energy.  The students have also been doing 
some outstanding cooking and have even practiced their own Christmas dinners! 
 

As well as working hard, KS3 have enjoyed some fantastic cultural experiences including: a trip to a 
basketball match, a go-karting trip, the pantomime at the Gordon Craig, and most recently ice skating 
at Winter Wonderland. These trips are not only wonderful experiences, but help students gain a better 
understanding of the wider world. 
 

It has been wonderful to see so much progress and engagement in learning and I look forward to this 
continuing next term. Have a restful and safe break KS3 and I look forward to seeing you in January.  
 

 ~  Miss Sawyer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELSA has run multiple GRFW sessions with KS3 and KS4    
students. Volunteers were brought in to help teach our students 
what to expect in the world of work. This allowed the students to 
be shown different pathways for careers, other than university. 
Some volunteers supported the students in workshops and    
others ran them. Workshops were run to give the students an 
insight into different jobs and how to be a successful candidate. 
The rapport between students and volunteers was excellent, 
and led to some of our students being offered work experience! 

Get Ready for Work   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Wonderland Visit  19/12 

  STEM 

As part of our Christmas celebrations 
at the ESC, KS3 students went on a 
trip to London’s Winter Wonderland at 
Hyde Park.  
 
Students were able to have a go at 
ice-skating whilst there. 

It has been a busy term for KS3 in science. Back in   
October, KS3 had a great trip out to the STEM          
Discovery Centre in Stevenage. The morning started 
with a talk on Mars and the students were able to view 
the testing area of the Mars Rover, which is used to  
collect data on the surface of Mars. This was followed 
by the ‘Alka Splat’ activity, where students each chose 
different coloured paints to load into a canister along 
with Alka Seltza tablets, to make a rocket. The rockets 
were then fired at plain black bags. The students were 
then able to take away their own bag decorated with 
splats of paint. The morning finished off with hands on 
activities in the exploration area. A great time was had 
by all.  



 
 
 

  
KS4 continues to be busy with students working hard in their core subjects and options. We have seen some amazing 
work in Hair and Beauty around the theme of Divali along with students working on Christmas designs and plans. In     
Construction students continue to develop their skills including making coffee tables. Students in Food continue to work 
on a wide variety of dishes including all year 10 and 11 students learning the skills to make Christmas dinner which was 
amazing. It has been great to see students working so well in lessons and being proud of their achievements and we    
continue to have a fantastic number of compliment slips which shows acknowledge the positive attitude students have to 
learning. 
 
The KS4 students continue to excel on their Work Experience and always come back to school on a Thursday positive and 
proud of their achievements. For many students this is such a big step learning to work and the feedback Mrs Lockyer and 
Miss Cottle get each week is great.  Some students now have part-time jobs from their placement. Another positive is 
that nearly all students in Year 11 have visited North Herts College as part of our Bridge Programme to allow them to    
experience college life and start to make informed choices about their next steps. This support will continue over the 
coming months to make sure students achieve their potential. 
 
All of the KS4 students have sat a first set of mock exams and were fantastic in all areas; from arriving on time, how they 
worked and engaged, and their behaviour and attitude. From these it can be seen that students are benefiting from the 
extra support they receive at the Centre and between both year groups they have achieved some great results at this 
time of their studies. We look forward to continuing to work with Year 10 and Year 11 on their GCSEs and helping them 
be ready for their next steps in education.  

~ Mr Fuller       

 

Basket Ball  

Copperbox Arena, Olympic Stadium, Basketball, Nandos 
 
“KS3 and the two Year 10 boys were fantastic on the trip.  
It was fantastic to see and hear how much all the students 
enjoyed themselves and what a fantastic life experience for 
them all.”  - Miss Sawyer 



 

          
 

 

 

 

Mock Exams 

KS4 Students have all completed various mock exams in the last two weeks of the Autumn Term. 

Well done to everyone for trying your best!  We are very proud of you all. 

Results will be available after the Christmas break. 

SFX Workshop 

Our Hair and Beauty students had a visit from a Media 
Make-up Artist. They learnt new skills on how to apply 
specialist materials to skin that looked so realistic that it 
had our first aiders looking for ice packs and bandages! 
Well done all that attended the class. 

Motor Mechanics  



 
 
 

          
 

 

 
Another ESC Christmas tradition is to serve Christmas dinner to all students, staff and often some 
visitors.   
 
This year Centre staff, led by Mr Rahim-Christensen and Ms Parker, prepared, cooked and 
served Christmas Dinner on Tuesday 19th December.  We were delighted to also welcome back 
two former students, Kai and Carm. Kai has been doing some volunteering assisting in the    
Cooking room during practical lessons, and Carm is currently studying a catering course at      
college.  It was great to have their help preparing the meal. 
   
This annual event at the ESC and gives us all an opportunity to socialise and enjoy a traditional 
Christmas dinner.  Thank you so much to all the staff involved in creating this lovely event for us. 

Christmas Panto & Christmas 

Dinner 

 
As part of our Christmas celebrations,        
students have had the opportunity to attend 
the Pantomime at the Gordon Craig Theatre.  
This year’s offering was ‘Cinderella’.   
 
Panto is a very British Christmas tradition well 
loved by many, and a great opportunity for 
our students to enjoy a live theatre            
performance.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Hurrens for their continued support and donations 
of chickens for the Christmas hampers.  Paul is a huge supporter of our   
Centre, we are lucky to have him on board.  Further thanks go to Ad Bly, for 
donating the boxes, Tesco for their contribution and a number of private 
businesses who have helped make the hampers possible.   
 

Thank you also to the People 4 People Community, who have given a few of 
our students bikes, which has made it possible for them to travel                 
independently to our Centre and access other activities outside of 
school.  We have also supported our families with furniture and other useful 
bits.  If there is something you need help with, please do get in touch. 
 

Finally, thank you to Stevenage Community Trust who have granted heating 
and Christmas grants to some of our families.  We are lucky to live in such a 
supportive community. 
 

Please remember to come to the celebration assembly, have a hot drink, 
mince pie and to take your hampers home - on the last day of term. 
 

We look forward to seeing you on the 6th, for your back to school interview 
with SLT and a chat with our Family Worker. 
 

THANK YOU! 

Top Student Attendance 
 

Our Attendance Target for pupils 

is 96%.   

 

 

Top Attender this term: 

Joseph M 

 

BIG Thank you to                    

Local Support  

 

Top Form Attendance 
 

KS3  

Edison 
 

KS4  

Yr 10 - Kane 



 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Justtalkherts.org 

 

 If you are struggling with intense emotions, dark thoughts, thoughts of suicide or      
self-harm and feel you are in crisis and unable to keep yourself safe please call the first 
responder team on 111 option 2 (UK).  

 

During the holidays you can also contact: 

 Emergency only - 999 

 Samaritans - 116 123 

 Saneline - 0300 3047000 

 The Mix (under 25 only) - 0808 8084994 

 LGBTQ+ switchboard - 0300 3300630 

 Young Minds - text YM to 85258 

 

Just a reminder that the ESC is using an anonymous reporting website called Tootoot.com  

Students and parents/carers can log a message about any issues they have completely            

confidentially. 

https://hubofhope.co.uk/ 

https://thesleepcharity.org.uk 



 
Term Dates for 2022 –2023 

 

Last day of term : Wednesday 21 December 2022 

Start of Spring Term: Thursday 05 January 2023 

INSET: Thursday 02 February 2023 (Centre 

closed) 

INSET: Friday 03 February 2023 (Centre closed) 

Half term holiday: 13 February 2023 - 17 February 

2023 

INSET: Wednesday 22 March 2023 (Centre 

closed) 

Last day of Spring Term:  Friday 31 March 2023 

Start of Summer Term:  Monday 17 April 2023 

Half term holiday: 29 May 2023 -  02 June 2023 

Kings Coronation Bank Holiday: Monday 08 May  

2023 

INSET: Monday 03 July 2023 (Centre closed) 

Last day of Summer Term: Friday 24 July 2023 

Information from  
Hertfordshire County Council 

 
Herts Additional Needs Database (HAND):   
 
News and information for parents and carers of 
children with additional needs.  Free online 
news and information about  inclusive sports, 
courses and support.   
 
Their latest newsletter is available to view at:  
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/handnews 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@StevenageESC 

 We would like to welcome 

Emma Peters 

who joined us in December 

 

OUR STAFF: 

Executive Headteacher:  Dan Nearney               

Head of Centre: James Anderson   

Assistant Head, KS4 Provision Manager & DSL:  

Stephen Fuller  

Assistant Head, KS3 Provision Manager &     

SENCO:  

Amy Sawyer 

Teaching Staff 

Donna Bruce, Mike Evans, Jake Holbrook, Jason        

Honey, Kelly Parker, Glenn Percival, Danny Russell,    

Anders Rahim-Christensen, Tina Stanley, Suzanne 

Upton       

HLTAs:  Lisa Cottle, Sarah Lockyer, Laura Read 

Teaching Assistants: 

Louisa Field, Emma Holiday, Jess Kirby, Claire 

Lale, Sophie Ouacel, Faye Shipley 

Outreach: 

Gemma Anderson, Diane Carter, Rony Ford,   

Jenny Howard 

Family Support Worker:  Claire Matthews 

Music Therapy:  Paul Fairey              

Assistant Head & Schools Business Manager:  

Heidi Nash 

Administrators:  Liz Gera, Julie-ann Ogle, Emma 

Peters, Emma Saunders, Jayne Woolhead  

Saying Goodbye  
 

Rony Ford  
Joanne Griffiths 


