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CURRICULUM

Stevenage ESC makes full time education provision for students in years 7 to 9 who are permanently
excluded or at risk of permanent exclusion from secondary schools in the Stevenage area.
The subjects offered in our diverse and broad Key Stage 3 curriculum are; English, Maths, Science, Art, Arts
Award or Sports Leadership, Bushcraft, Construction, Drama, Film Studies, Food Technology, Humanities, IT,
Mentoring, Music (optional), Prince’s Trust, PSHE, Social Development, Sport and Wellbeing.
Students are admitted following a referral from school, or through an integration panel from the local area
Integration Officer.
Respite place – Students will be offered a short-term placement, of a half term, at the Centre where we work
proactively with schools and parent/carers, helping the student to develop behaviour management strategies
in order to successfully return to their school.
Alternative to Permanent Exclusion or Permanent Exclusion place – Again working with schools, parent/carer
and local authority we seek to find the correct pathway for students. This could be a managed move or
helping parent/carer through the process of an EHC Plan application. This outcome could mean a placement
at a Specialist Provision. If appropriate, a Year 9 student could move onto our Key Stage 4 provision.
Once a place is agreed, Centre Staff will arrange an admissions meeting with the parent/carer and the Centre
Headteacher. Centre staff will also arrange to carry out a Home Visit as part of the admission process.
On starting at the Centre, students undergo a thorough Baseline Assessment process which is aimed at
identifying areas of strength and weakness and also to assist in the identification/confirmation of any possible
learning needs. The outcomes are used to inform teacher planning, assist in the setting of IEP targets and
may also identify a need for referral to an Educational Psychologist for further investigation.
Therefore, each student is taught at their own level either individually or as part of a group. All students are
challenged and extended in a therapeutic environment. A number of students who attend the centre arrive
with low levels of self-esteem. Staff therefore focus on developing a relationship, build on areas of success,
concentrating on what the student can do, and look to develop confidence.
The Centre runs similarly to a mainstream school but with slightly different timings to the day. Students are
expected to attend from 8.45am until 2.25pm daily and will follow a secondary school style timetable with
subjects taught by specialist staff. Students are taught in two small groups, maximum size of five students, and
each group would usually be supported by a member of the Centre support staff.
Free school meals are provided for all students by our in-house qualified chef.
Students moving back to mainstream school are supported by Centre staff and their reintegration is planned
for through meetings with the receiving school. Assessment outcomes, advice and support strategies are also
discussed at this time.
Through specialist guidance and support, group work, workshops and the benefit of other professional
services it is the intention to equip students with understanding, knowledge and cultural capital they need to
succeed. We encourage a curiosity about life and provide them with the belief that they can be successful in
life. We are both proactive and reactive to student needs. We believe that the curriculum operates beyond
the classroom and school trips are an integral part of Centre life. These trips give students the cultural capital
and experiences essential to progress to Key Stage 4. Key Stage 3 students also have Get Work Ready days
every term, allowing them to link their curriculum learning to careers and gain valuable experiences of local
and national employers.

Timetable
When meeting to consider options, staff will discuss any career choices you may have in
mind and advise you towards choices which offer the right pathways for your future.
In Year 10 all students meet with a Personal Adviser from YC Herts for an Individual Careers
Interview. This happens every term and will prepare students with advice and guidance in
preparation for applying for college and employment.
Subject

Hours per Week

English

3

Maths

3

Science

2

Art

1

Arts Award /Sports Leadership

1

Bushcraft

1

Construction

1

Drama

1

Film Studies

1

Food Technology

2

Humanities

2

IT

1

Mentoring

1

Princes Trust

1

PSHCE

1

Social Development

1

Sport and Wellbeing

2

Mentoring

Reading

Our regular individual mentoring
programme is vital for our students.
Our specialist staff meet students for
an hour a week. Short, medium and
long term plans are discussed. The
views and needs of the students are
taken into account and weekly
targets are set.

Reading time or ERIC (Everybody
Reads In Centre) time as it’s known
in the Centre. This is every student
reading at the same time in the
Centre for 10 minutes daily.
Students read either 1-1 or in small
groups with staff. This is key for
students’ literacy

Cultural
Passport
Our students are rewarded for going
out and accomplishing cultural
experiences, all logged in the Centre
Cultural Passport. Using rewards as
positive recognition for activities
means students will feel appreciated
and important, helping improve selfesteem and confidence, resilience,
teamwork and leadership skills in the
process. Therefore, it is not just seen
as another trip - these cultural
experiences add educational value.

English

What you will study

Autumn Term 1
HEROES
Descriptive writing, character description, comic strips and newspaper reports based on
your own superhero.
Autumn Term 2
POETRY
Music/ Rap content - how does poetry relate to music lyrics; what can we infer from looking
at texts.
Spring Term 1
MEDIA TEXT
Become a reporter for this unit and learn skills to interview, compare broadsheets and
tabloids, look at magazines and create your own article.
Spring Term 2
DRAMA SCRIPT
The study of ‘Our Day Out’.
Summer Term 1
SHAKESPEARE
Discuss the importance of a prologue; compare modern day theatres and The Globe;
understand what life was like for Shakespeare.
Summer Term 2
DESCRIPTIVE AND CREATIVE WRITING
Experiment with new language and use figurative language techniques to create a children’s
story for an audience.
Trips
Students will have the opportunity to attend trips based around each English topic, for
example:
•
•
•
•

Christmas pantomime
Madame Tussauds wax works
Zoo
Shakespeare theatre experience

Cross Curricular
Students will also have the opportunity to make some cross curricular links with these trips as
part of unit 1, unit 2, unit 3 and unit 5.

Maths

What you will study

Autumn Term 1
Ratio and Scale, Multiplicative change, Multiplying and dividing fractions
Autumn Term 2
Working in Cartesian plane, Representing Data, Tables and Probability
Spring Term 1
Brackets, equations and inequalities, Sequences, Indices
Spring Term 2
Fractions and Percentages, Standard index form, Number sense
Summer Term 1
Angles in parallel lines and polygons, Areas of trapezia and circles, Line of symmetry and
reflection
Summer Term 2
Data handling cycle, Measure of location

At Stevenage Education Support Centre Key Stage Maths lessons try reengage students as
a priority and build confidence in essential concepts. Students will also;
•

develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods

•

acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems

•

reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions

•

comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms
appropriate to the information and context.

Science

What you will study

Autumn Term 1
PARTICLES AND LIGHT
Autumn Term 2
FORCES AND CELLS
Spring Term 1
ACIDS AND ALKALIS AND SEPARATION TECHNIQUES
Spring Term 2
SPACE AND REPRODUCTION
Summer Term 1
ELECTRICITY & MAGNETISM AND ECOSYSTEMS
Summer Term 2
THE EARTH AND BODY SYSTEMS
At the beginning of each topic the student is asked to complete a mind map to show
previous knowledge of that topic. Throughout the topic the student is assessed through
regular marking of the work. At the end of the topic the Step Assessment sheet is updated to
reflect their achievements.

