Key Stage 4
2021-22

CURRICULUM AND
GUIDANCE

The beginning of Key Stage 4, at the start of year 10, is a very important time. The following two years of
the curriculum will lead to a range of qualifications at the end of Year 11. These qualifications will enable
but not limit you to progress onto further courses at college, an apprenticeship or employment. It is
important to consider subjects you enjoy and are interested in.
Part of the curriculum is compulsory for all students but there is also an element of choice which means
that you can shape your own learning pathway in Key Stage 4, according to your interests and career
aspirations.
At Stevenage Education Support Centre, we offer a broad curriculum at Key Stage 4, with a range of
academic, practical and vocational courses. One day a week you will participate in work-related learning
on a Work Experience placement. This will give you valuable experience of the workplace and labour
market information. Examples of previous placements have included warehousing, construction, equine
studies, retail, hospitality, the care sector and dog walking.
All students will study English Language and Literature, Maths, Science and Princes Trust as compulsory
subjects in the curriculum. Option subjects are listed for you to consider. Talk to staff and your parents;
we are all here to help you to decide.
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Year 10
Timetable and
Options
When meeting to consider options, staff
will discuss any career choices you may
have in mind and advise you towards
choices which offer the right pathways for
your future.
In Year 10 all students meet with a
Personal Adviser from YC Herts for an
Individual Careers Interview. This happens
every term and will prepare students with
advice and guidance in preparation for
applying for college and employment.

COMPULSARY
Subject

Hours per Week

English

4

Maths

3

Double Science

3

Sport & Wellbeing

3

Princes Trust

2

PSHCE

1

Mentoring

1

Sports Leader Award

1

BLOCK A

select one option

Subject

Hours per Week

Art

2

C&G Hair & Beauty

2

C&G Construction

2

BLOCK B

select one option

Subject

Key to Abbreviations
C&G
CN

City & Guilds
Cambridge National

Hours per Week

CN Sports Studies

3

History

3

Hospitality &
Catering

3

Health & Social Care

3

Year 11
Timetable and
Options
COMPULSARY

When meeting with staff to consider
options, they will discuss any career
choices you may have in mind and advise
you towards choices which offer the right
pathways for your future.
In Year 11 all students meet with a
Personal Adviser from YC Herts for an
Individual Careers Interview. This happens
every term and will prepare students with
advice and guidance in preparation for
applying for college and employment.

Subject

Hours per Week

English

4

Maths

4

Single Biology

3

Sport & Wellbeing

2

Princes Trust

2

PSHCE

1

Mentoring

1

Bridge

1

Functional IT

1

BLOCK A

select one option

Subject

Hours per Week

Art

2

Cooking

2

C&G Construction

2

C&G Hair & Beauty

2

BLOCK B

select one option

Subject

Key to Abbreviations
C&G
CN

City & Guilds
Cambridge National

Hours per Week

CN Sports Studies

3

Food

3

Hospitality &
Catering

3

BTEC Health &
Social Care

3

History

3

Careers and
Options
Examples

What GCSEs should I take to become a laboratory
technician?
Maths; English Language; Science.
Think about
A spread of other subjects that you enjoy. You can
become a lab technician by completing an
apprenticeship, college course or university degree. To
access any of these routes, you will usually need at
least five GCSEs (or equivalent Level 2 qualifications)
at grade 4/C or above.
What GCSE do you need to become a carpenter?

What GCSEs should I take to become a civil
engineer?

5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent,
including English and maths for an advanced
apprenticeship. Some GCSEs, usually including English
and maths, or equivalent, for an intermediate
apprenticeship.

Maths; English Language; Science.

What GCSEs should I take to become a vet?

Think about
Engineering

To qualify for veterinary school you will need at least
five GCSEs (or equivalent Level 2 qualifications)
including Maths, English Language and Science.
Science may be a double or triple award.

What GCSEs should I take to become a midwife?

What GCSE‘s do I need to be a nurse?

Maths; English Language or Literature; Science.

Entry requirements for nursing degree courses vary
because each university sets its own entry criteria, but
you are likely to need at least two (usually three) Alevels or equivalent qualifications at level 3, plus
supporting GCSEs including English, Maths and a
Science (usually biology or human biology).

Think about
Health and Social Care. To secure a place on a
midwifery course, you will usually need a minimum of
five GCSEs (or equivalent Level 2 qualifications) at
grade 4/C or above, including English Language or
Literature, Maths and at least one Science subject.

What GCSEs do I need to be an electrician?

Maths; English Language; Science

To start an Apprenticeship as an electrician, candidates
usually need GCSE's grades 4 and above in Maths,
English and Science. Some employers may accept
applicants for training on the basis of an interview and
an aptitude test. Work experience in Construction is
valuable for employers to see you are prepared to
learn on the job.

Think about

What GCSE’s do I need to be a sports coach?

The subject that you want to teach and any associated
subjects. You will need to achieve at least a grade 4/C
in GCSE Maths, English Language and Science (or an
equivalent Level 2 qualification). Your other options
really depend on the subject that you see yourself
teaching.

English, Maths, Science and one other subject, PE
would be a good choice with grades 9-4. Experience
of the sport you wish to coach is important, football,
hockey, basketball or netball. You can qualify at college
with a Level 3 Diploma in Coaching. Many courses are
specific to a particular sport.

You will then need to go on and take A-levels (or
equivalent Level 3 qualifications).
What GCSEs should I take to become a teacher?

Making The
Right Choice
It is important that students choose subjects that they
enjoy and can commit to for two years.

You Should
§

Think about which subject you enjoy and would
be happy studying for a further two years

§

Think about what subjects you would be
successful in

§

Find out as much as you can about the subjects
you are interested in

§

Talk to your family and teachers about what
subjects you should do

You Shouldn’t
§

Choose a course just because you like the
teacher! Remember, that teacher may not be
teaching you next year. It is far more important for
you to like the subject you will be studying

§

Follow your friend’s choice. They may not have the
same interests or needs and they may not be in
the same classes next year anyway

§

Pick subjects that are too similar. They should be
following as broad a range of subjects as possible
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